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Like all medical procedures laser therapy comek miherent risks and complications.
Because of the increased risk in epidermal sidescesffwhen performing laser therapy on
patients with darker skin, a higher level of lasepertise and clinical experience in
treating darker ethnic skin is recommended to enthat patients are treated safely. Test
spots should always be done as an aid to selesdiiegand efficacious treatment
parameters. Because of the limited experiencesatitrg patients with darker skin a
conservative approach should always be used. Umfaitly, there are no national
policies establishing credentialing requirementghose planning to practice laser
surgery. The US Food and Drug Administration aspoasible for granting individual
laser manufacturers' permission to market theartafor specific indications. The Food
and Drug Administration also recommends operatoniing to use these lasers, but
credentialing is a state function and consequestdgdards for laser therapy vary greatly
from state to state. Until the bar is raised artibnal credentialing polices on laser
therapy are established clinicians must police gewes and fully be aware of their
capabilities and limitations to ensure that aliguats regardless of skin color or ethnicity
receive safe and effective treatments.



